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LONGING FOR A BETTER COUNTRY
Hebrews 11:13-16; Revelation 21 | 8/2/2026

MAIN POINT

Faith lives with confident hope because God's people belong to a better country, a
greater city, and an eternal kingdom that Christ is preparing for them.

INTRODUCTION

Leader:
Let's begin with a few questions:
e Would you consider yourself an optimist or a pessimist? Why?
e« How would those closest to you answer that question?
e What's the difference between general optimism and Christian hope?
Many people confuse optimism and hope.
Optimism says, "Things will probably get better."
Christian hope says, "God has promised to make all things new."
Optimism is rooted in circumstances. Hope is rooted in God's character.

Optimism depends upon probability. Hope depends upon God's promises.

The believers described in Hebrews 11 endured hardship, suffering, uncertainty, and
waiting. Yet they persevered because they knew something the world often forgets:

e This world is not our home
e Abraham never fully possessed the land.
e Sarah never saw all the descendants God promised.



e The patriarchs never experienced the fullness of what God had pledged.
Yet they died in faith.
Why?
Because they understood they were living for something greater.

Hebrews tells us:
"They desire a better place—a heavenly one." (Hebrews 11:16)

Christianity is ultimately a religion of hope because God is restoring what was lost and
making all things new.

The faith of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and all God's people points beyond earthly blessings
toward an eternal inheritance.

Today, we'll discover four truths about biblical hope:

Faith remembers that we are strangers and exiles.

Faith longs for a better country.

Faith looks forward to God's eternal city.

Faith finds confidence in God's promise to make all things new.

READ HEBREWS 11:13-16 (CSB)

"These all died in faith, although they had not received the things that were promised. But
they saw them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed that they were foreigners and
temporary residents on the earth. Now those who say such things make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. If they were thinking about where they came from, they would have had
opportunity to return. But they now desire a better place—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them."

READ REVELATION 21:1-7,21-27 (CSB)

I. FAITH RECOGNIZES THAT THIS WORLD IS NOT OUR HOME (Hebrews 11:13)

Leader:



Hebrews makes a remarkable statement:
"These all died in faith, although they had not received the things that were promised."

At first glance, that sounds discouraging.

Abraham died. Sarah died. Isaac died. Jacob died...

Yet God's promises remained unfulfilled in their lifetime.
Did God fail? Not at all.

The writer of Hebrews says they: "saw them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed
that they were foreigners and temporary residents on the earth."

The patriarchs understood something many believers struggle to remember:

e This present world is not ultimate.

e They possessed God's promises without possessing their complete fulfillment.

e They lived by faith rather than by sight.

e They understood that their deepest citizenship was not earthly. It was heavenly.
Leader Talking Points

The Patriarchs Died Believing

e Their faith endured despite incomplete fulfillment.
e God's promises outlasted their earthly lives.

Faith Sees Beyond the Present

e They saw God's promises "from a distance."
o Faith embraces future realities as present certainties.

Christians Are Pilgrims

e Our ultimate home is not found in this world.
e We belong to God's kingdom.

Supporting Scriptures

e Philippians 3:20



o "Our citizenship is in heaven."
e 1 Peter 2:11

o "Dear friends, | urge you as strangers and exiles..."
e 2 Corinthians 5:7

o "For we walk by faith, not by sight."

Discussion Questions
e« Why is it difficult to live as strangers and exiles in this world?

« What temptations cause us to become too attached to earthly things?
e« How does remembering our heavenly citizenship affect daily life?

Life Application
e What area of your life most needs an eternal perspective right now?

e How would your priorities change if you consistently remembered that this world
is temporary?

Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain to someone that Christianity offers more than merely
improving life in this world?

Il. FAITH LONGS FOR A BETTER COUNTRY (Hebrews 11:14-16)

Leader:

The passage says: "They now desire a better place—a heavenly one."
Notice that faith does not merely reject the world.

Faith desires something greater.

The patriarchs were not homesick for Ur. They were homesick for heaven.



Hebrews says:

"If they were thinking about where they came from, they would have had opportunity to
return.”

Abraham could have gone back. Sarah could have gone back.

But they didn’t. Why?

Because God had awakened within them a longing for something better.

Faith changes our desires.

The world offers:

« comfort,
e success,
e wealth,

e recognition.

But faith teaches us to desire:
e God's presence,
e God's kingdom,

e God's glory,
e God's promises.

Leader Talking Points

Faith Produces Holy Longing

e The Christian life involves longing for God's kingdom.
o Earthly blessings are gifts, not ultimate destinations.

Faith Reorders Our Desires

e The world shapes desires toward temporary things.
e The gospel redirects desires toward eternal realities.

God's People Look Forward

e Hope is future-oriented.
o Faith anticipates fulfillment.



Supporting Scriptures

Psalm 84:1-2
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 6:19-21
Romans 8:23-25

Discussion Questions
e« What does it mean to desire a better country?

e How can believers enjoy earthly blessings without making them ultimate?
e What earthly pursuits most compete for your affections?

Life Application
¢ What would someone conclude you value most by observing your schedule,

spending, and priorities?
e Do those things reflect a longing for God's kingdom?

Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain the Christian hope of heaven without reducing it to
"going somewhere after death"?

lll. FAITH LOOKS FORWARD TO GOD'S ETERNAL CITY (Hebrews 11:16; Revelation
21:1-4)

Leader:

Hebrews concludes:
"God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them."

Revelation 21 reveals that city, as John writes:
"Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth..." (Revelation 21:1)



The story of Scripture begins in a garden.
It ends in a city.

But this city is unlike any earthly city.

It is filled with:

God's presence,

God's glory,

God's people,
God's peace.

Most importantly:
"God himself will be with them and will be their God." (Revelation 21:3)

This is the ultimate goal of redemption.

Not merely escaping suffering. Not merely avoiding judgment. Not merely entering
heaven.

The goal is communion with God.

The promise repeated throughout Scripture finally reaches perfect fulfillment:
God will dwell with His people forever.

Leader Talking Points

God's Presence Is the Greatest Promise

e Heaven is glorious because God is there.
e Fellowship lost in Eden is fully restored.

Redemption Is Personal

e God dwells with His people.
e The covenant relationship reaches completion.

Heaven Is Physical and Eternal
e A new heaven.

e A new earth.
e A restored creation.



Supporting Scriptures
e John 14:2-3

o Ezekiel 37:27
e Leviticus 26:11-12

Discussion Questions
« What excites you most about Revelation 217?

e Why is God's presence the greatest blessing of heaven?
e How does this vision reshape our understanding of eternity?

Life Application

e How would your life change if your greatest desire was deeper fellowship with
God?

Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain heaven as the restoration of fellowship with God rather
than merely a better place?

IV. FAITH FINDS HOPE IN GOD'S PROMISE TO MAKE ALL THINGS NEW (Revelation
21:4-7,21-27)

Leader:

One of the most beloved promises in Scripture appears in Revelation 21:
"He will wipe away every tear from their eyes." (Revelation 21:4)

Notice what disappears:

e death,
e mourning,
e cCrying,



e pain.
Everything introduced through sin is removed.
Then God declares: "Look, | am making everything new." (Revelation 21:5)
Not merely some things...Everything.
This promise anchors Christian hope.

Believers can face present suffering because God is restoring all things and bringing
history to its intended conclusion.

Christian hope is not wishful thinking. It is confidence in God's future.

Leader Talking Points

God Is Restoring Creation

e Redemption is cosmic and comprehensive.
e God is reversing the effects of the fall.

God's Promises Are Certain

e "These words are faithful and true."
e God's future is guaranteed.

Hope Produces Endurance

e Future certainty strengthens present faithfulness.

Supporting Scriptures
¢ Romans 8:18-25**
e Isaiah 65:17
e 2 Peter 3:13
[ J

Revelation 22:1-5**

Discussion Questions



e Which promise of Revelation 21 is most meaningful to you?
e« How does God's future restoration help us endure present suffering?
« What difference does eternal hope make in everyday life?

Life Application
e What situation in your life most needs to be informed by Revelation 217

e How can God's promise of restoration shape your response to what you
experience/face this week?

Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain the Christian hope of a restored creation to someone
experiencing suffering?

CONCLUSION

Leader:

The believers described in Hebrews 11 never fully received what God promised during
their earthly lives.

Yet they died in faith.
Why?
Because they trusted God's future more than their present circumstances.
They recognized:
e this world is not their home,
e a better country awaited them,
e God had prepared a city,
e and God's promises would not fail.

The same hope belongs to believers today.

The God who called Abraham, sustained Sarah, and fulfilled His covenant, is the same
God who promises: "Look, | am making everything new."



Final Discussion Question

e How would your daily life change if you consistently lived in light of God's
promised future?

CLOSING PRAYER
Thank God for His faithfulness and for the certainty of His promises. Thank Him that this
world is not our final home. Ask Him to help us live as faithful pilgrims who long for His

kingdom, treasure His presence, and walk with hope until the day He makes all things
new.

LEADER'S COMMENTARY ON HEBREWS 11:13-16 & REVELATION 21

1. HEBREWS 11:13-16 AS THE HEART OF THE PATRIARCHAL NARRATIVE

Hebrews 11:13-16 functions as more than a transitional paragraph.

The NICNT (Cockerill) notes that these verses serve as the theological interpretation of
everything that has come before in the lives of Abraham and Sarah, and of everything
that follows in the remaining examples in Hebrews 11.

The writer pauses the historical survey to answer a critical question:

What enabled these believers to persevere?

The answer is not that they received everything God promised. The answer is that they
trusted the God who promised. This distinction is crucial.

The patriarchs experienced genuine faith not because they possessed complete
fulfillment, but because they possessed confidence in God's faithfulness.

Hebrews repeatedly emphasizes that faith looks beyond present experience to future
reality.

The patriarchs lived in what theologians often call the "already-not-yet."



They already possessed God's promises. They had not yet received their complete
fulfillment.

This is precisely where Christians live today.
Believers have:

o forgiveness,

e justification,

e adoption,

e the indwelling Spirit,
yet still await:

e resurrection,

e glorification,

e complete restoration,

e« the New Creation.

Thus, the experience of Abraham and Sarah becomes the experience of every believer.

2."THESE ALL DIED IN FAITH"

Hebrews 11:13 begins: "These all died in faith..."
The statement is remarkable.
The writer intentionally highlights that they died before receiving many of the promises.

From a worldly perspective, their lives might appear unfinished. Abraham never owned
more than a burial plot. Sarah never witnessed descendants as numerous as the stars.

Neither saw the nation of Israel. Neither saw the Messiah. Neither saw the New
Covenant. Yet they died in faith.

The ESV Expository Commentary notes that Hebrews intentionally defines success
differently than the world:

e The world measures success by possession.
e Hebrews measures success by faithfulness.

This is a needed corrective for modern Christians.



We often evaluate God's faithfulness by visible outcomes.

Scripture evaluates faithfulness by whether believers continue trusting God regardless of
outcomes.

Abraham's life teaches that faithfulness is not measured by immediate fulfillment but
by steadfast trust.

3. SEEING THE PROMISES FROM A DISTANCE

Hebrews says: "They saw them from a distance, greeted them..."

The imagery is beautiful.

The patriarchs did not receive the promises fully. Yet they saw enough to believe. The
language suggests travelers spotting a destination far away and joyfully acknowledging it

before arrival.

The Christ-Centered Exposition on Hebrews observes that faith possesses an
anticipatory quality.

Faith brings future realities into present experience.
The patriarchs could not touch the fulfillment. Yet they embraced it.
The same principle operates today.
Christians have not yet seen:
e resurrection,
o glorified bodies,
e the New Jerusalem,
e the return of Christ.

Yet faith embraces these realities as certain because God has spoken.

Faith is not wishful thinking. Faith is confidence grounded in divine revelation.

4. FOREIGNERS AND EXILES

One of the dominant themes in Hebrews 11:13-16 is pilgrimage.



The patriarchs: “confessed that they were foreigners and temporary residents on the earth."

The language echoes Abraham's own words in Genesis 23:4: "I am an alien residing among
you."

The NAC Genesis notes the irony:

Abraham was promised the land. Yet he lived in the land as a foreigner. This was
intentional.

God was teaching Abraham not to place ultimate hope in earthly possession.
Throughout Scripture God's people are repeatedly described as:

o strangers,

e pilgrims,
e sojourners,
e exiles.

This language appears in:

e Abraham's life

e lsrael's wilderness journey
e David's psalms

e 1 Peter

e Hebrews

Wayne Grudem notes that Christians possess dual citizenship. Believers participate in
earthly societies while ultimately belonging to the kingdom of God.

And this creates a healthy tension.

Christians should engage the world faithfully. But Christians must never confuse the
world with their ultimate home.

5. THE BETTER COUNTRY

Hebrews says: "They now desire a better place—a heavenly one."
The word "better" is significant. The theme of "better" appears throughout Hebrews:

e Christis better.
e The covenant is better.



e The priesthood is better.
e The sacrifice is better.
e Now the homeland is better.

The writer is not condemning creation. Rather, he is pointing to creation's ultimate
fulfillment.

Frank Thielman notes that biblical hope is not escapism, but recognition. The Christian
hope is not abandoning the world but seeing the world renewed under Christ's reign.
This distinction matters.

The biblical vision is not: "Leave earth and go somewhere else forever."

The biblical vision is: "God renews heaven and earth and dwells with His people forever."

The better country is not less physical. It is more glorious.

6. GOD IS NOT ASHAMED TO BE CALLED THEIR GOD

This may be the most astonishing statement in the passage: "God is not ashamed to be
called their God."

The NICNT highlights the covenant significance of this declaration. Throughout Scripture
God repeatedly identifies Himself as:

"The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob."
God willingly associates Himself with flawed people.
e Think about Abraham's failures.
e Think about Sarah's doubts.
e Think about Jacob's deception.
Yet God is not ashamed to be identified with them.
Why?
Not because they were perfect. Because they trusted Him.

This is profoundly encouraging.

Believers often fear their failures define them. Yet God delights to identify Himself with
those who belong to Him through faith.



The statement anticipates Hebrews 2:11: "Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters."

The gospel removes shame because Christ bears our shame.

7. THE CITY OF GOD

Hebrews concludes: "He has prepared a city for them."
The city becomes a major biblical theme.
Scripture begins in a garden. Scripture ends in a city.
This city appears fully revealed in Revelation 21-22.
The ESV Expository Commentary notes that the city represents both place and people.
Itis:
e God's dwelling place,
e God's redeemed community,

e God's perfected kingdom.

Augustine famously contrasted the City of God and the City of Man. Hebrews follows a
similar trajectory:

e The earthly city cannot satisfy.
e The heavenly city endures forever.

Abraham lived in tents because he understood this truth.

He sought a city built by God.

8. REVELATION 21 AND THE CONSUMMATION OF REDEMPTION

The NAC Revelation notes that Revelation 21 answers the problem introduced in
Genesis 3.

Genesis 3 introduces:

e sin,



e death,
e suffering,
e separation.

Revelation 21 removes:

e death,

e mourning,
e cCrying,

e pain.

The Bible tells one unified story >

Creation.
Fall.
Redemption.
Restoration.

Revelation 21 is restoration completed. God's redemptive plan reaches its intended goal.

Christian hope is rooted in the certainty that Jesus is restoring what was lost and
making all things new.

9. THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD

Revelation 21:3 contains one of the most important statements in Scripture: "God's
dwelling is with humanity."

This theme runs throughout the entire Bible.

Eden
God walks with Adam and Eve.

Tabernacle
God dwells among Israel.

Temple
God's presence fills the sanctuary.

Incarnation
Jesus dwells among humanity.

Church
The Spirit indwells believers.



New Creation
God dwells permanently with His people.

The Broadman Bible Commentary notes that Revelation 21 fulfills every covenant
promise regarding God's presence.

The goal of salvation is not merely escaping hell. The goal is communion with God.

Heaven is glorious because God is there.

10. "I AM MAKING EVERYTHING NEW"

The declaration of Revelation 21:5 is among the most hope-filled statements in
Scripture: "Look, | am making everything new."

Notice God does not say: "l am making all new things."
He says: "I am making everything new."
God's purpose is restoration. The Creator intends to renew what sin has corrupted.

The resurrection of Jesus becomes the model. Christ's body was not discarded. It was
glorified.

Likewise, creation itself will be renewed.

This means redemption is:

e personal,
e relational,
e COSMiIC,

e comprehensive.

Nothing touched by the curse remains untouched by God's restoration.

11. THE NEW JERUSALEM AND THE GLORY OF GOD

Revelation 21:21-27 describes the city in breathtaking terms.

Yet the greatest feature of the city is not gold, jewels, gates, or beauty. The greatest
feature is God's presence.



The Christ-Centered Exposition series notes that every physical description ultimately
serves a theological purpose:

The city shines because God is there.
The city is secure because God is there.
The city is holy because God is there.
The city is glorious because God is there.

Every blessing of heaven flows from the presence of God Himself.

12. CHRISTOLOGICAL FULFILLMENT

Ultimately Hebrews 11 and Revelation 21 converge in Jesus Christ.

The patriarchs looked forward. Believers look backward and forward.
Abraham longed for a city. Christ prepares that city.

Sarah trusted a promise. Christ guarantees every promise.

The patriarchs desired a better country. Christ secures that country.

The saints longed for God's presence. Christ makes that presence possible.

The city Abraham sought. The homeland Sarah desired. The promises they embraced
from a distance. They all find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ.

Because Christ has come, died, risen, and will return, believers can live with unshakable
confidence:

e The best is not behind us.
e The best is ahead.

God is making all things new.
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