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STANDING WITH GOD
Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6-9 | 7/12/2026

MAIN POINT

Faith trusts God's Word, walks with God despite cultural opposition, obeys God
regardless of cost, and rests in God's provision for salvation.

INTRODUCTION

Leader:

Let's begin with a few questions:
e Have you ever felt pressure to go along with what everyone else was doing?
e« Why is it difficult to stand apart from the crowd?
e Have you ever obeyed God when it was unpopular or costly?

Most people prefer acceptance over rejection.

We want to fit in.

We want to be understood.

We want to avoid conflict and criticism.

Yet throughout Scripture, God's people are often called to live differently from the
culture around them.

Few examples demonstrate this more clearly than Noah.
When most people think of Noah, they think about:

o theark,



e the animals,
e the flood.

But Hebrews focuses our attention elsewhere.
Hebrews focuses on Noah's faith.

e Before Noah built an ark, he believed God.

e Before Noah obeyed God, he trusted God.

e Before Noah stood against his culture, he walked with God.
Noah's story is not primarily about a boat.
It is about a man who trusted God's Word when everyone around him ignored it.
His generation was marked by corruption, violence, and rebellion.
Yet Noah found favor with God.
As we study Noah's life, we'll discover four truths about biblical faith:
Faith takes God's Word seriously.
Faith walks with God when others walk away.

o Faith obeys even when obedience is costly.
e Faith rests in God's provision for salvation.
And throughout our study we'll see this truth:

Faith trusts God's Word, walks with God despite cultural opposition, obeys God
regardless of cost, and rests in God's provision for salvation.

READ HEBREWS 11:7 (CSB)
"By faith Noah, after he was warned about what was not yet seen and motivated by godly

fear, built an ark to deliver his family. By faith he condemned the world and became an heir of
the righteousness that comes by faith."

READ GENESIS 6:1-9 (CSB)

When mankind began to multiply on the earth and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of
God saw that the daughters of mankind were beautiful, and they took any they chose as



wives for themselves. 3 And the Lord said, “My Spirit will not remain!® with!®! mankind
forever, because they are corrupt.I! Their days will be 120 years.” * The Nephilim!¥l were on
the earth both in those days and afterward, when the sons of God came to the daughters of
mankind, who bore children to them. They were the powerful men of old, the famous men.

> When the Lord saw that human wickedness was widespread on the earth and that every
inclination of the human mind was nothing but evil all the time, ¢ the Lord regretted that he
had made man on the earth, and he was deeply grieved. ” Then the Lord said, “I will wipe
mankind, whom [ created, off the face of the earth, together with the animals, creatures that
crawl, and birds of the sky—for | regret that | made them.” 8 Noah, however, found favor with
the Lord.

? These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his
contemporaries; Noah walked with God.

UNDERSTANDING & APPLICATION

I. FAITH TAKES GOD'S WORD SERIOUSLY (Hebrews 11:7a)

Leader:

Hebrews begins Noah's story with these words:

"By faith Noah, after he was warned about what was not yet seen..."
Everything in Noah's life begins here.

God spoke.

Noah believed.

The flood had never happened. The judgment had not arrived. The destruction was not
visible.

Yet Noah treated God's Word as certain.

That is one of the defining characteristics of biblical faith.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen%206&version=CSB#fen-CSB-141a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen%206&version=CSB#fen-CSB-141b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen%206&version=CSB#fen-CSB-141c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen%206&version=CSB#fen-CSB-142d

Faith takes God seriously enough to believe what He says before circumstances
confirm it.

Noah's generation undoubtedly had questions.
e Why would God judge the earth?
e  Why build such a massive structure?
e Why spend years preparing for something no one had ever witnessed?
But Noah did not build his life upon popular opinion.
He built his life upon God's revelation.
The world often says, "I'll believe it when | see it."

Faith says, "l believe it because God said it."

This is true not only regarding Noah's flood, but regarding every promise and warning in
Scripture.

We have not seen:
e Christ return,
e final judgment,
e resurrection,

o« the New Heaven and New Earth,

yet faith embraces these realities because God has spoken.

Leader Talking Points

Faith Begins With Revelation

e Noah did not discover truth on his own.
e God revealed truth to Noah.
e Faith always responds to God's initiative.

God's Warnings Are Expressions of Mercy
e God could have judged without warning.

e Instead, He spoke.
e Divine warnings reveal divine compassion.



Faith Believes Before It Sees

e Noah trusted God's Word over visible circumstances.
e Faith is not blind; it is grounded in God's trustworthiness.

Supporting Scriptures

Romans 10:17
"So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message

about Christ."

2 Peter 3:9
"The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with

you..."

John 20:29
"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe."

Discussion Questions

e« Why are people often tempted to ignore God's warnings?
e« How does Noah challenge our tendency to wait for proof before obeying?
e What warnings in Scripture are especially relevant today?

Life Application

e What truth from God's Word are you tempted to minimize because consequences

seem distant?
e What would it look like to trust God's Word more fully this week?

Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain to someone that God's warnings reveal His mercy rather
than contradict it?



Il. FAITH WALKS WITH GOD WHEN OTHERS WALK AWAY (Genesis 6:1-9)

Leader:

To appreciate Noah's faith, we must understand Noah's world.

Genesis 6 paints one of the darkest pictures of humanity found anywhere in Scripture.
Verse 5 says:
"When the LORD saw that human wickedness was widespread on the earth and that
every inclination of the human mind was nothing but evil all the time..."

Notice the scope of the problem.

Not some people. Not occasional wickedness. Not isolated acts of sin.

Human rebellion had spread throughout society.

The corruption was internal and external.

Thoughts were corrupted. Desires were corrupted. Actions were corrupted.
Relationships were corrupted. Violence filled the earth.

Humanity was living exactly as it wanted—with no regard for God.

Then comes one of the most heartbreaking verses in Scripture:
"The LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and he was deeply
distressed." (Genesis 6:6)

This verse does not mean God made a mistake.

Rather, it reveals God's holy grief over human sin.

Sin is not merely the breaking of rules.

Sin is rebellion against a holy God.

Sin grieves the heart of God because it destroys the image-bearers He created for His
glory.

Yet in the midst of this darkness comes one of the most beautiful words in Genesis:
"Noah, however, found favor with the LORD." (Genesis 6:8)

Everything changes with that word: However.



The world was corrupt.

However.

Violence filled the earth.

However.

Humanity rejected God.

However.

Noah found favor.

Notice the order:

Genesis 6:8 comes before Genesis 6:9.
Favor comes before righteousness.
Grace comes before obedience.

God's favor did not result from Noah's righteousness.

Noah's righteousness flowed from God's favor.

This is the same pattern we see throughout Scripture.

God's grace comes first.

Faith responds.

Obedience follows.

Leader Talking Points

The World Had Become Spiritually Corrupt

Wickedness was widespread.
Humanity lived without reference to God.
Sin affected every area of life.

God's Heart Is Grieved By Sin

God is holy.
God hates sin.



e God's grief reflects His righteous character.
Grace Comes Before Obedience

e Noah found favor before he is described as righteous.
e God's grace always precedes transformation.

Walking With God Produces Distinctiveness

e Noah stood apart because he walked closely with God.
e Fellowship with God changes how we live.

Supporting Scriptures

¢ Romans 3:10-12

There is no one righteous, not even one.
11 There is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God.

12 All have turned away;

all alike have become worthless.

There is no one who does what is good,
not even one.

Ephesians 2:1-5

Micah 6:8

Romans 12:2

Philippians 2:15

Discussion Questions

e What stands out to you about God's description of humanity in Genesis 6?
e Why is it important that Noah found favor before being described as righteous?

e What does it mean practically to "walk with God"?

Life Application

e Where do you feel pressure to conform to the culture around you?
e How can you intentionally cultivate a deeper walk with God this week?



Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain the difference between earning God's favor and
responding to God's grace?

lll. FAITH OBEYS EVEN WHEN OBEDIENCE IS COSTLY (Hebrews 11:7)

Leader:
Hebrews says Noah was: "motivated by godly fear."
This phrase is important.
The fear of God is not panic; it is reverence.
It is recognizing God for who He truly is.
Noah believed God enough to obey Him.
Imagine how absurd God's command must have sounded.
e Build a massive ark.
e Prepare for a flood.
e Spend decades constructing something for a judgment no one else believed was

coming.

Noah likely endured:

e misunderstanding,
e ridicule,
e criticism,
e isolation.
Yet he obeyed.

Faith does not require complete understanding. Faith requires trust.

Every board Noah placed on the ark declared: "God's Word is true."

Obedience often feels costly in the moment. But delayed obedience is still disobedience.



Noah teaches us that faith acts before results appear.

Leader Talking Points

The Fear of God Produces Obedience

e Reverence leads to submission.
e Noah feared God more than he feared people.

Faith Often Looks Foolish To The World

e Noah's obedience likely invited criticism.
e Faithfulness is not measured by public approval.

Faith Acts Before Results Appear

e Noah built before rain fell.
e Faith trusts God before circumstances change.

Supporting Scriptures

e Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge
e Ecclesiastes 12:13 - fear God and keep his commands, because this is for
all humanity.

e James 2:17
e 1 Samuel 15:22
e John 14:15

Discussion Questions

e« Why is obedience often difficult?
e What fears most commonly keep believers from obeying God?
e« How does Noah challenge our tendency to delay obedience?

Life Application

e What step of obedience is God calling you to take right now?
e What would trusting God in that area look like?



Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How would you explain that obedience is evidence of faith rather than a means of
earning salvation?

IV. FAITH RESTS IN GOD'S PROVISION FOR SALVATION (Hebrews 11:7)

Leader:
Hebrews tells us Noah built the ark “to deliver his family."

The ark becomes one of Scripture's clearest pictures of salvation. The flood reveals
God's judgment. The ark reveals God's mercy.

God judged sin, but He also provided a means of rescue.
This pattern appears throughout the Bible:

e God's holiness requires judgment.
e God's mercy provides salvation.

Notice Genesis 7:16: "Then the LORD shut him in."

God Himself secures Noah's safety.

Noah's confidence was not in the ark itself. His confidence was in the God who provided
it.

The ark ultimately points forward to Jesus.
There was:

e one ark,

e« onedoor,

e one means of rescue.

Likewise: "There is salvation in no one else..." (Acts 4:12)

Noah was not saved because he built the ark.



Noah was saved because he trusted God's provision.

Believers are not saved because of their works. Believers are saved because they trust
God's provision in Christ.

Leader Talking Points

The Flood Reveals God's Holiness

e God takes sin seriously.
e Judgment is real.

The Ark Reveals God's Mercy

e God provided rescue before judgment arrived.
e Salvation is God's idea.

The Ark Points To Christ

e One refuge.
e One Savior.
e One way of salvation.

Supporting Scriptures

e Genesis 7:16

e John 10:9 - | am the gate. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will come in
and go out and find pasture.

o Acts4:12

e 1 Peter 3:20-21

e Romans 5:8-9

Discussion Questions

e What does the flood teach us about God's holiness?
e What does the ark teach us about God's mercy?
e How does Noah's salvation point us toward Christ?



Life Application
¢ Do you tend to emphasize God's love while minimizing His holiness—or

emphasize His holiness while minimizing His mercy?
e How does the gospel help us hold both together?

Gospel Conversation Prompt

e How could you use Noah's ark to explain the gospel to someone?

CONCLUSION

Leader:
Noah's story reminds us that faith is not merely believing certain facts about God.
Faith trusts God enough to:
+ believe His Word,
o walk with Him,
e obey Him,
e and depend upon His salvation.
The world around Noah ignored God's warning. Noah trusted God's Word.
The world pursued its own path. Noah walked with God.
The world rejected God's provision. Noah entered the ark.

And through faith Noah became: "an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith."

The same righteousness is offered today through Jesus Christ.

Final Discussion Question

e Where is God calling you to trust Him more fully this week?



CLOSING PRAYER
Pray that the Lord would strengthen our faith to trust His Word, walk closely with Him,

obey Him without hesitation, and rest fully in Christ. Thank Him for His grace, His
warnings, His mercy, and His provision of salvation through Jesus.

LEADER'S COMMENTARY ON HEBREWS 11:7 AND GENESIS 6-9

1. THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF HUMANITY (GENESIS 3-6)

To understand Noah properly, leaders must understand the context in which Noah lived.
Noah's story does not begin in Genesis 6.

It begins in Genesis 3.

The flood narrative is the culmination of humanity's rebellion against God that began in
Eden.

The progression is intentional:

Genesis 3

Sin enters the world.

Genesis 4

Cain murders Abel.

Genesis 4:19-24

Violence increases through Cain's descendants.
Genesis 5

A godly line continues through Seth.

Genesis 6

Human corruption reaches a catastrophic level.



The NICOT on Genesis notes that Genesis 6 portrays sin reaching a level of societal
saturation. Humanity had become characterized by rebellion against God.

Genesis 6:5 states:

"When the LORD saw that human wickedness was widespread on the earth and that every
inclination of the human mind was nothing but evil all the time..."

The language is intentionally comprehensive.
Notice the terms:
e ‘every"
e "inclination"
e "nothing but evil"
o "all the time"
Moses is emphasizing the depth of humanity's corruption.
The issue is not merely behavior.

The issue is the heart.

This passage becomes one of the clearest Old Testament foundations for what
theologians call human depravity.

Wayne Grudem explains that depravity does not mean people are as evil as they possibly
could be. Rather, it means sin affects every aspect of human existence:

e mind

e will

e emotions
e desires

e relationships
Genesis 6 demonstrates precisely that reality.
The flood is not God reacting impulsively.
The flood is God's holy response to pervasive human rebellion.
Leaders should help group members understand:

The flood story is not primarily about God's anger.



It is about God's holiness confronting human wickedness.

2. GOD'S GRIEF OVER SIN (GENESIS 6:6)

One of the most difficult verses in Genesis appears in 6:6:

“The LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and he was deeply distressed."
This verse often raises questions.

Did God make a mistake?

Did God learn something new?

Did God change His mind?

The answer is no.

The NICOT, Broadman Bible Commentary, and Bavinck all emphasize that this language
is anthropomorphic.

That means God is communicating something about Himself in terms humans can
understand.

The text does not teach:
e divine ignorance,
o divine error,
e divine uncertainty.

Instead, it reveals God's holy grief over human rebellion.

Herman Bavinck explains that Scripture frequently describes God in relational language
so finite people can understand His disposition toward sin and righteousness.

God's grief demonstrates:
God's Holiness
Sin matters because God is holy.

God's Love



God is not indifferent toward His creation.

God's Justice

God cannot simply ignore evil.

Leaders should emphasize:

God is not emotionally detached from sin.

Nor is He surprised by it.

Genesis 6 reveals the seriousness of sin from God's perspective.
The flood is not evidence that God lacks love.

The flood is evidence that God is holy.

3."NOAH FOUND FAVOR WITH THE LORD" (GENESIS 6:8)
Genesis 6:8 may be the most important verse in the entire narrative:
"Noah, however, found favor with the LORD."

Everything changes here.

The NAC Genesis makes an important observation:

Genesis 6:8 comes before Genesis 6:9.

This order matters. Many readers reverse the order.

They assume:

Noah was righteous.
Therefore God showed him favor.

Genesis says the opposite.
Noah found favor. Therefore, Noah lived differently.

Grace precedes obedience. Favor precedes righteousness. God's initiative precedes
human response.



This pattern appears throughout Scripture:

e Abraham
o God calls before Abraham obeys.
e Israel

o God redeems before giving the Law.
e The Church
o God saves before sanctifying.
e The Gospel
o Grace precedes transformation.
This is one of the most important theological truths leaders can emphasize.

Noah was not saved because he was better. Noah was saved because God showed
favor.

The result of that favor was a life of faith.

4. WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT NOAH WAS RIGHTEOUS?

Genesis 6:9 says:

"Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries; Noah walked with God."
These words must be understood carefully. The Bible is not teaching sinless perfection.
Later chapters reveal Noah's own failures.

The NICOT notes that Noah's righteousness refers to covenant faithfulness and
wholehearted devotion to God.

The phrase: "blameless among his contemporaries" does not mean perfect. It means
sincere and undivided.

Noah's life demonstrated genuine faith.

The ESV Expository Commentary notes that Noah's righteousness was evidence of faith,
not the basis of God's acceptance.

This aligns perfectly with Hebrews 11:7: "He became an heir of the righteousness that
comes by faith."

Faith was the root. Righteousness was the fruit.



5. NOAH AND THE NATURE OF BIBLICAL FAITH
Hebrews 11:7 provides one of Scripture's clearest illustrations of faith.
The verse contains three elements often identified by theologians:
¢ Knowledge
o Noah received God's revelation.
e Conviction
o Noah believed God.
e Trust
o Noah acted upon what God said.
All three appear in Hebrews 11:7.
Noah knew God's warning. Noah believed God's warning. Noah built the ark.

Faith is never merely intellectual agreement. Faith acts.

The Christ-Centered Exposition notes that Noah's ark became visible evidence of
invisible faith.

Every board Noah placed testified: God is trustworthy.
This connects directly to James 2:17: "Faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself."
Noah's obedience did not create faith.

His obedience revealed faith.

6. NOAH AS A PREACHER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
Second Peter 2:5 calls Noah: "a preacher of righteousness."
This is often overlooked.

Noah was not merely building. He was witnessing.

For decades, Noah's life proclaimed God's coming judgment. His work became a sermon.
His obedience became a testimony.



The NAC Hebrews notes that Noah's faith condemned the world because his obedience
exposed their unbelief.

Simply by believing God, Noah highlighted the rebellion around him. This remains true
today.

Faithful Christians often expose unbelief simply by living differently. Not because they
are superior. But because faith produces distinctiveness.

7. THE FEAR OF GOD AND OBEDIENCE

Hebrews says Noah acted: "motivated by godly fear."
The fear of God is a major biblical theme.

Modern culture often misunderstands it.

The fear of God is not:

e panic,
e terror,
e dread.

Rather, it is reverent awe.
It is the recognition of God's authority, holiness, and greatness.

The NICNT notes that Noah's obedience flowed from his view of God. The greater one's
view of God, the greater one's willingness to obey Him.

This creates an important contrast:

Fear of Man - "What will people think?"
Fear of God - "What has God said?"

Noah feared God more than public opinion.

That is why he obeyed.

8. THE ARK AS A TYPE OF CHRIST



The ark is one of Scripture's richest pictures of salvation.

The Christ-Centered Exposition and ESV Expository Commentary both emphasize that
the ark points beyond itself.

The flood reveals:

e God's Judgment
o Sin will be judged.
e God's Holiness
o God cannot overlook evil.
e God's Mercy
o God provides rescue.
e God's Salvation
o Those who trust His provision are saved.

Notice: There was one ark.

Not many. One.

There was one door.

Not many. One.

Likewise:

"There is salvation in no one else." (Acts 4:12)
The ark points to Christ because:

e The Ark Was God's Provision

o Jesus is God's provision.
The Ark Was Sufficient

o Christ is sufficient.
The Ark Was Exclusive

o Christ alone saves.
The Ark Bore Judgment

o Christ bore judgment.
Those Inside Were Secure

o Those in Christ are secure.

One of the most beautiful details appears in Genesis 7:16: "Then the LORD shut him in."

Noah's security ultimately rested in God.



Likewise, believers are secure because of God's preserving grace.

9. "AN HEIR OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT COMES BY FAITH"
Hebrews concludes: "He became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith."
This statement connects Noah directly to Abraham, Romans, and the gospel itself.

Thomas Schreiner notes in Faith Alone that righteousness has always been received
through faith.

Old Testament believers were not saved differently. They trusted God's promises.
We trust God's fulfillment of those promises in Christ.

The pattern remains:

Grace.

Faith.

Righteousness.

Noah's story points beyond itself to the doctrine of justification.

Noah stands as evidence that God's people have always been saved through faith.

10. CHRISTOLOGICAL FULFILLMENT
Ultimately, Noah's story points to Jesus.
Noah is not the hero. God is.

And God's salvation reaches its climax in Christ. Noah entered the ark. Believers enter
Christ.

Noah was carried safely through judgment. Believers are carried safely through the
judgment they deserve because Christ endured it for them.

The flood reveals God's wrath against sin. The cross reveals God's wrath against sin and
His mercy toward sinners.

At Calvary:



e judgment fell,
e grace triumphed,
e salvation was secured.

The ark was temporary. Christ is eternal.

The ark saved Noah's family. Christ saves people from every tribe, tongue, nation, and
people.

The ark floated above judgment. Christ absorbed judgment.
Thus, Noah's faith ultimately directs us to Jesus:

e The greater refuge.
e The greater salvation.
e The greater ark.

KEY LEADER TAKEAWAYS

¢ Noah's story is not primarily about surviving a flood.

o lItis about trusting God.
e Grace precedes obedience.

o Noah found favor before he walked in righteousness.
e Faith responds to God's Word.

o Noah believed before he saw.
e Faith produces obedience.

o The ark was evidence of trust.
¢ Faith often stands against culture.

o Noah walked with God when the world walked away.
e The ark points to Christ.

o God provided one means of salvation.
¢ Noah's righteousness came through faith.

o Just as ours does today.
e The ultimate hero of the story is God.

o The God who judges sin.

o The God who extends grace.

o The God who saves through His provision.

= And that provision ultimately is Jesus Christ.
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