
 

Fruit Cove Baptist Church 

BY FAITH: SEEING LIFE THROUGH GOD’S WORD   
Hebrews 11:1-3 | 6/21/2026 

 
 

 

MAIN POINT 

Faith is confident trust in God's character and God's Word that enables us to live 
according to unseen realities and certain promises. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Leader: 

Let's begin with a few questions: 

• Have you ever had to trust someone's word even though you could not 
immediately verify what they were telling you? 

• What made that person trustworthy? 
• What would have made it difficult to trust them? 
• Would you consider yourself a risk-taker or someone who prefers certainty? 

Every day we exercise trust. 

We trust: 

• doctors to diagnose correctly, 
• pilots to fly safely, 
• employers to keep their commitments, 
• banks to safeguard our money, 
• friends to keep their word. 

Much of life requires acting upon information we cannot fully verify ourselves. 

Yet biblical faith is often misunderstood. 



Many people think faith means: 

• taking a blind leap, 
• ignoring evidence, 
• wishful thinking, 
• positive thinking, 
• or simply hoping things work out. 

Scripture presents faith very differently. 

Biblical faith is not believing something because we want it to be true. 

Biblical faith is believing God because He has revealed Himself to be trustworthy. 

The original recipients of Hebrews were facing pressure, uncertainty, suffering, and 
temptation to abandon their confidence in Christ. The author writes to encourage them 
to persevere. His solution is not simply "try harder" or "be more committed." 

Instead, he points them toward the defining characteristic of God's people throughout 
history: 

Faith. 

Not confidence in themselves…Confidence in God. 

Before introducing Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and the other heroes of Hebrews 11, 
the author first lays a foundation. 

He answers an important question: 

What is faith? 

Today we'll discover three foundational truths about biblical faith: 

• Faith sees beyond what is visible. 
• Faith trusts what God has spoken. 
• Faith understands reality through God's revelation. 

And throughout our study, we'll see this truth: 

Faith is confident trust in God's character and God's Word that enables us to live 
according to unseen realities and certain promises. 

 



READ HEBREWS 11:1–3 (CSB) 

"Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. For by this our 
ancestors were approved. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible." 

 

UNDERSTANDING & APPLICATION 

 

I. FAITH SEES BEYOND WHAT IS VISIBLE (Hebrews 11:1) 

Leader: 

The author begins with one of the most well-known descriptions of faith in all of 
Scripture: 

"Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen." 

This verse does not merely define faith—it describes how faith functions. 

Faith allows believers to confidently embrace realities that have not yet been fully 
realized. 

Think about the Christian life. 

As believers, we affirm many things we cannot presently see: 

• Christ reigns at the Father's right hand. 
• Jesus intercedes for His people. 
• Christ will return. 
• The dead in Christ will be raised. 
• A New Heaven and New Earth are coming. 
• Eternal life awaits those who belong to Christ. 

None of these realities is visible right now. 

Yet faith treats them as certain because God has promised them. 

The world often says, "I'll believe it when I see it." 

The Christian says, "I believe it because God has said it." 



Faith is not pretending. 

Faith is not denial. 

Faith is not self-generated optimism. 

Faith is responding appropriately to what God has revealed. 

This becomes especially important during difficult seasons. 

When circumstances seem discouraging, faith remembers: 

• God's promises, 
• God's character, 
• God's purposes, 
• God's faithfulness. 

Faith sees beyond present circumstances and lives in light of eternal realities. 

 

Leader Talking Points 

Faith Is Not Wishful Thinking 

Biblical hope is not uncertainty. 

Biblical hope is confident expectation rooted in God's promises. 

Faith Gives Substance to Hope 

Faith lays hold of God's promises before they are fully realized. 

Faith Interprets Life Differently 

Faith does not deny reality. 

Faith understands reality through God's perspective. 

 

Supporting Scriptures 

2 Corinthians 5:7 



"For we walk by faith, not by sight." 

Romans 8:24–25 

"Now in this hope we were saved..." 

1 Peter 1:8–9 

"Though you have not seen him, you love him..." 

2 Corinthians 4:17–18 

"So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen." 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Why is it often easier to trust what we can see than what God has promised? 
• What unseen reality of the Christian faith most encourages you today? 
• How does faith help us navigate uncertainty? 

 

Life Application 

Consider a challenge you're currently facing. 

Ask yourself: 

• Am I interpreting this primarily through my circumstances? 
• Or through God's promises? 

Spend time this week meditating on a specific promise of God and asking Him to 
strengthen your faith. 

 

Gospel Conversation Prompt 

Many people assume Christians believe without evidence. 

How would you explain that biblical faith is confidence rooted in God's revealed 
character and promises rather than blind belief? 



 

II. FAITH TRUSTS WHAT GOD HAS SPOKEN 

Hebrews 11:2 

Leader: 

Verse 2 shifts our attention from the definition of faith to the testimony of God's people. 

"For by this our ancestors were approved." 

The writer points backward to the entire history of redemption. 

What distinguished: 

• Abel? 
• Noah? 
• Abraham? 
• Moses? 

Not perfection. Not extraordinary talent. Not superior morality. 

Faith. 

Throughout Scripture, God's people are marked by trust in Him. 

The phrase "were approved" means God testified favorably regarding them. 

Their approval did not come because they earned God's favor. Rather, they trusted Him. 

This has always been God's pattern. 

Abraham: 

"He believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness." (Genesis 15:6) 

Paul echoes this truth: 

"The righteous will live by faith." (Romans 1:17) 

Faith has always been the means through which God's people receive His promises. 

 



Leader Talking Points 

Faith Has Always Characterized God's People 

Old Testament believers were saved by grace through faith just as New 
Testament believers are. 

God's Approval Cannot Be Earned 

Faith is not a work that earns salvation. 

Faith receives what God graciously provides. 

Faith Responds to Revelation 

God speaks. 

Faith responds. 

 

Supporting Scriptures 

Genesis 15:6 

"Abram believed the LORD..." 

Habakkuk 2:4 

"The righteous one will live by his faith." 

Romans 4:3 

"Abraham believed God..." 

Ephesians 2:8–9 

"For you are saved by grace through faith..." 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Why do people naturally try to earn God's approval? 
• How does faith differ from religious performance? 



• Why is faith so important to God? 

 

Life Application 

Where are you tempted to trust your performance rather than God's 
grace? 

How would greater dependence upon Christ change the way you approach 
that area? 

 

Gospel Conversation Prompt 

How would you explain the difference between trusting Christ and trying to earn 
God's acceptance? 

 

III. FAITH UNDERSTANDS REALITY THROUGH GOD'S REVELATION (Hebrews 11:3) 

Leader: 

Verse 3 gives us the first example of faith: 

"By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God..." 

Notice something remarkable. 

The first illustration is not Abel. 

Not Noah. 

Not Abraham. 

It is creation. 

The writer begins with God. 

This is intentional. 

Before discussing faith-filled people, he points us to the God who speaks. 



None of us witnessed creation. 

Yet believers affirm: 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) 

Why? 

Because God has spoken. 

Faith receives God's revelation as true. 

The Christian worldview begins not with human speculation but divine revelation. 

Faith shapes how we understand: 

• origins, 
• purpose, 
• morality, 
• redemption, 
• eternity. 

Faith allows believers to interpret reality through God's Word. 

 

Leader Talking Points 

Creation Reveals God's Power 

God did not create from pre-existing materials. 

He spoke creation into existence. 

Faith Is Grounded in Revelation 

Faith does not invent truth. 

Faith receives truth. 

God's Word Interprets Reality 

God tells us: 

• where we came from, 



• why we exist, 
• what is wrong, 
• how we are saved, 
• where history is headed. 

 

Supporting Scriptures 

Genesis 1:1 

"In the beginning God created..." 

Psalm 33:6 

"The heavens were made by the word of the LORD..." 

John 1:1–3 

"All things were created through him..." 

Romans 10:17 

"Faith comes from what is heard..." 

Colossians 1:16–17 

"All things have been created through him and for him." 

 

Discussion Questions 

• Why does the writer begin with creation? 
• What does creation teach us about God? 
• How does belief in God as Creator affect daily life? 

 

Life Application 

Are there areas where your thinking has been shaped more by culture than 
by Scripture? 

How can you intentionally submit your thinking to God's Word this week? 



 

Gospel Conversation Prompt 

How would you explain to someone that Christianity offers a coherent 
understanding of life, purpose, and reality? 

 

CONCLUSION 

Leader: 

Hebrews 11:1–3 teaches us that faith is much more than religious belief. 

Faith sees beyond what is visible. 

Faith trusts what God has spoken. 

Faith understands reality through God's revelation. 

Everyone lives by faith in something. 

The question is not whether we have faith. 

The question is: 

Where have we placed our faith? 

Biblical faith rests not in ourselves, our feelings, or our circumstances. 

Biblical faith rests in the God who speaks, creates, saves, and keeps His promises. 

 

Final Discussion Question 

Which truth from Hebrews 11:1–3 do you most need to remember this week? 

 

 

 



LEADER'S COMMENTARY ON HEBREWS 11:1–3 

The Context of Hebrews 11 

Hebrews 11 does not stand alone. It flows directly from Hebrews 10:35–39. 

The writer has urged believers: 

"So don't throw away your confidence..." (Hebrews 10:35) 

and 

"But we are not those who draw back and are destroyed, but those who have faith and are 
saved." (Hebrews 10:39) 

The issue confronting the readers was perseverance. 

Would they continue trusting Christ despite opposition and suffering? 

Hebrews 11 answers that question by showing how God's people have always lived. 

By faith. 

The chapter is therefore not merely a theological discussion of faith but a pastoral 
encouragement to persevere. 

The NICNT notes that the chapter functions as a sustained exhortation demonstrating 
that endurance has always been rooted in confident trust in God. 

 

Faith as Reality and Proof (11:1) 

The CSB translates two important terms as: 

• reality 
• proof 

The Greek term hypostasis ("reality") carries the idea of confidence, assurance, or 
substantial certainty. 

The ESV Expository Commentary explains that faith gives believers a settled confidence 
regarding God's future promises because those promises rest upon God's trustworthy 
character. 



Faith does not create reality. Faith recognizes reality. 

Thomas Schreiner writes in Faith Alone that faith is fundamentally receptive. Faith does 
not accomplish salvation or manufacture God's promises. Faith receives what God freely 
provides. 

Likewise, the term translated proof (elegchos) refers to conviction or certainty regarding 
realities that are presently unseen. 

The writer is not describing blind faith. 

He is describing faith rooted in divine revelation. 

 

Faith and Hope 

Hebrews closely links faith and hope. 

Modern usage often treats hope as uncertainty: 

• "I hope things work out." 
• "I hope it doesn't rain." 

Biblical hope is entirely different. 

Biblical hope is confident expectation rooted in God's promises. 

Faith lays hold of those promises now. 

Hope eagerly anticipates their future fulfillment. 

The two work together. 

Faith believes. 

Hope waits. 

Both rest upon God's faithfulness. 

 

Faith and the Unseen Realm 

One of the major themes throughout Hebrews is the unseen reality of God's kingdom. 



Throughout the letter, believers are called to trust realities they cannot physically 
observe: 

• Christ's heavenly priesthood (Hebrews 4:14–16) 
• The heavenly sanctuary (Hebrews 8:1–5) 
• The city to come (Hebrews 13:14) 
• The unshakable kingdom (Hebrews 12:28) 

Herman Bavinck argued that faith is not opposed to knowledge but is itself a mode of 
knowing grounded in divine revelation. 

Faith sees what natural sight cannot. 

The world says: 

"Seeing is believing." 

Scripture teaches: 

"Believing allows us to see rightly." 

 

The Significance of Creation (11:3) 

Why does the author begin with creation? 

Because faith begins with confidence in God's Word. 

Genesis 1 repeatedly says: "Then God said..." 

Creation exists because God spoke. 

Psalm 33:6 reinforces this: "The heavens were made by the word of the LORD." 

The Christ-Centered Exposition Series notes that creation becomes the foundation for 
every subsequent act of faith in Hebrews 11. 

If God can create the universe through His word, then He can certainly fulfill every 
promise He has made. 

Faith, therefore, begins with confidence in God's speaking. 

 



Faith and Revelation 

Wayne Grudem emphasizes that biblical faith always has content. 

Faith is not vague spirituality. 

Faith believes specific truths God has revealed. 

This is crucial. 

Biblical faith is not: 

• faith in faith, 
• faith in ourselves, 
• faith in positive thinking. 

Biblical faith is confidence in the God who has revealed Himself. 

The object of faith matters. 

Strong faith in the wrong object cannot save. 

Even weak faith in the right object—Jesus Christ—is saving faith. 

 

Faith and Justification 

Thomas Schreiner highlights that Hebrews 11:2 prepares readers for the examples that 
follow. 

The people commended by God were not commended because of flawless obedience. 

They were commended because they trusted Him. 

This theme runs throughout Scripture: 

• Abraham believed. 
• Moses believed. 
• David believed. 

Faith has always been the means by which God's people receive God's promises. 

Salvation has always been by grace through faith. 



 

Christological Fulfillment 

Ultimately Hebrews 11 points beyond itself. 

The chapter finds its fulfillment in Hebrews 12:2: "keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith." 

Jesus is the fullest revelation of everything Hebrews 11 describes. 

He reveals: 

• God's character, 
• God's promises, 
• God's salvation, 
• God's kingdom. 

Faith ultimately rests in Him. 

The unseen realities of Hebrews 11 become visible in Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, faith is not merely belief in doctrines. 

Faith is trust in the living Christ who fulfills every promise of God. 
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