
 

 

 

Pieces taken from Jason Johnson's “All In: Orphan Care” Small Group Curriculum 

 

 

“God sees hard places and broken people and moves 

towards them – not away from them.” 

- Jason Johnson 

 
We will take a biblical look at why we should care for vulnerable children and how the Body of Christ 

is called to operate together – with unique diversity but all for the common good. Specifically, we will 

look at how the Body of Christ can serve vulnerable children and families in different but equally 

important ways.  

 

 



 

The Gospel is Our “Why” 

 

Of all the evidences that this world is not as it should be, none seem to be more paramount to the heart 

of God than when injustices rule, oppression runs rampant and children are left to fend for themselves 

without the loving and nurturing support of a healthy family. The Gospel is our “Why” - the Gospel 

compels us into caring for vulnerable children, the Gospel sustains us in the midst of the hardness & 

suffering of caring for vulnerable children, and the Gospel is His beauty fully put on display to a lost 

world to ultimately give honor and glory to God.   

 

• Read 1 John 3:16-18 

◦ The work of Jesus on our behalf compels us to work on behalf of others. Why would we step 

into the hard?  Why would we lean into the broken? Why would we open our families to the 

traumatic and difficult? ((Because that's what Jesus has done for us. We lay our lives down 

for others because He first sacrificially laid down His life for us.)) 

 

God sees our brokenness and embraces us in our weakness, adopts us into His family and changes the 

course of our lives forever. This beautiful picture of the Gospel, and its vivid implications in our care of 

the orphaned and vulnerable, plays itself out through two primary aspects of theology: 1) Our Adoption 

2) His Incarnation 

 

• The Doctrine of Our Adoption 

Read 1 John 3:1; Ephesians 1:5; Romans 8:15  
▪ We were once outside the family of God but now, through the work of Christ on our 

behalf, have been adopted as dearly loved sons and daughters. Why would we care for 

orphaned and vulnerable children by bringing them into our families and communities? 

Because that's what Christ has done for us.  

 

• The Doctrine of His Incarnation 

Read Matthew 1:22-23; Galatians 4:4-5 

▪ Jesus wrapped Himself up in our brokenness, carried our brokenness to the Cross, and 

was broken by our brokenness so that we don't have to be broken anymore. God saw us 

in our plight and moved towards us, not away. That's the Gospel. Why would we 

immerse – or incarnate – ourselves into hard and broken places? Because that's what 

Christ has done for us.  

 

 

 

“Each of us has a role to play, and every role is important. 

There is no small service to God; it all matters.”  

- Rick Warren 

 



 

One Body, Many Parts  
 

The imagery of a human body is consistently used throughout Scripture to illustrate the identity and 

activity of the Church – how the people of God relate with each other and work together. Ultimately, 

unique gifts are given to unique individuals, not for their own good but for the good of the whole body. 

Within the Body of Christ roles are established not on the basis of rank, as if one person's position was 

more important than another, but on the premise that when each member fulfills their responsibility the 

whole body will function better for it.  

 

• Read: Ephesians 4:1-16; Romans 12:4-8; 1 Peter 4:7-11 

◦ What stands out to you most in these passages? 
• Read: 1 Corinthians 12:4-7  

◦ What do we learn about uniqueness, diversity, and unity in the Body of Christ? Based on 

these verses, how would you define “unity”?  

 

Charles Swindoll once said, “When the Lord makes it clear you're to follow Him in this new direction, 

focus fully on Him and refuse to be distracted by comparisons with others.” In other words, stop 

looking at what others are doing and just start doing what you're supposed to do.  

 

• Read: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

◦ How are we to understand the role we have been given in the Body? Has God made any 

mistakes in giving some people certain gifts and callings and other people different ones?  

◦ What does this passage communicate about the essential nature of our diverse roles 

◦ Discuss the tone of this passage. Does it seem to suggest your role in the Body is 

optional?Discuss how comparison and guilt become major distractions to our ability to find 

confidence in our calling. 

◦ What steps can you take to quiet the voices of comparison and guilt as you take your next 

best steps forward? 

 

The proper functioning of the people of God to fulfill the purposes of God are always portrayed in 

communal terms, not individualistic ones. Everyone has a role to play, but not everyone is called to 

play the same role. The call to care for the vulnerable is for all – we all have a role to play, there 

are no exceptions. The question is not “Am I Supposed to get involved?” but rather, “HOW am I 

supposed to get involved?”  

 

 

Reflect 

• What do the truths and ideas discussed make you think about your own calling to care for the 

marginalized, abused, and neglected?  

• What impact do you hope to make on the life of at least one child? What things do you want 

them to be able to say about your involvement in their life as they grow up? 

• Consider the legacy you can leave and the generational impact you can make on the life of one 

child. What thoughts, dreams, fears, and joys come to mind? What excited you the most about 



the possibilities? 

 

Opportunities to Get Involved 

“EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING!” 

 

While the call is to all, the opportunities to respond are limitless and full of possibilities. No one can 

do everything, but everyone can do something. You may not be called to bring a child into your 

home, but you can certainly play a role in serving and supporting those who do. Or perhaps you will 

bring children into your home on short-term arrangements while others will foster and/or adopt more 

long-term. Again, no one can do everything, but everyone can do something.  

 

• Foster Care  
Foster care is a temporary living arrangement for abused, neglected, and dependent children who need 

a safe place (homes or treatment centers) to live when their parents or another relative cannot take care 

of them. Foster families are recruited, trained, and licensed to care for abused and neglected children 

temporarily, while their parents work with social work professionals to resolve their family issues. In 

cases where the child becomes free for adoption, foster parents may be considered as adoptive parents. 

(One More Child – Formerly Florida Baptist Children's Home): https://onemorechild.org/our-

care/foster-care/  and (for Duval County): https://www.fssjax.org/  and (for St Johns County): 

http://www.sjcfl.us/FIP/index.aspx#.YVtgbJrMKUk  

 

• Adoptions 

Adoption is a legal process that permanently givers parental rights to adoptive parents. Adoption means 

taking a child into your home as a permanent family member. There are opportunities to adopt through 

the foster care system, private domestic agencies and international agencies. Adoption finalizes a 

child's permanent placement into his/her new family. Local Adoptions can be done via FSS & FIP 

(information above under foster care) and also through Lifeline www.lifelinechild.org  

 

https://onemorechild.org/our-care/foster-care/
https://onemorechild.org/our-care/foster-care/
https://www.fssjax.org/
http://www.sjcfl.us/FIP/index.aspx#.YVtgbJrMKUk
http://www.lifelinechild.org/


• Respite Care 

Respite care is basically short-term foster care. It is primarily used to provide aid to other foster 

families needing childcare for more than 72 hours and less than 14 days. (Fun fact – you do not have 

to be licensed to do respite care for less than 72 hours for a foster family!) This is extremely helpful 

as situations often come up in which the family must travel and can't take the child due to state rules. 

Respite care gives foster, adoptive, and kinship parents and children the chance to have short, regular 

periods of time apart in which they can rest and recharge. It also provides crisis care for the times in 

which the trauma of the child is seriously impacting other members of the family.  

 

• CASA or GAL (Guardian ad litem) 

Court appointed special advocate volunteers are appointed by judges to watch over and advocate for 

abused ad neglected children, to make sure they don't get overlooked by the legal and social system. In 

many ways, advocates help speak for the child. They are of tremendous value in seeing that the child's 

best interests are protected. https://galfirstcoast.org/volunteer/  

 

• Safe Families 

“Safe Families for Children” provides a temporary safe environment for children while giving the 

parents a chance to get back on their feet before abuse or neglect occur. Parents experiencing a 

temporary crisis can arrange for their children to stay with families of faith so they can manage the 

issues that led to their crisis situation. JacksonvilleFL@safefamilies.net   www.safe-families.org  

 

 

Identifying Your “Something” 

 
Part of discovering what God is calling you to is identifying with clarity and confidence what He's not 

leading you to. But how do you do that? Consider these three practical steps.  

 

1. Pray – 

Ask God to open your heart to His, and to protect you from the tendency to rationalize and justify so 

that you can just obey. Be willing to say “yes” to the uncertainties and unknowns. 

 

2. Share with your community – 

Our unique roles in the Body of Christ are given for the “common good” - the benefit of the whole 

body. Who better to filter our thoughts and feelings through than other members of the body? 

Community is a crucial filter for us in determining where and how God is leading. They can see 

blindspots we can't but they can also see bright spot we're unable or unwilling to see.  

 

3. Research 

Educate yourself on the various ways there are to come alongside vulnerable kids and support 

the families who do. Read books and blogs, attend conferences, talk to other families. You'll naturally 

find some opportunities are clearly not for you while others stir up a passion.  

 

4. Think “Outside the Box” 

Get creative! Your actions can be an absolute lifeline to foster & adoptive families. The opportunities to 

serve, support and show appreciation are endless. Get creative!  



◦ Mow foster families yards for them.  

◦ Write encouraging cards to foster families- they are missionaries to a lost world in their own 

home!  

◦ Serve in childcare for a parents' night out for foster and adoptive couples at church.  

◦ Help make freezer meals with our freezer meal ministry here at the church!  

◦ Volunteer your time to help organize our storage unit that serves families all over Northeast 

Florida.  

◦ Donate items such as strollers, mattresses, car seats, and other necessities that are invaluable 

for those who are bringing children into their homes. Many foster care and adoption 

placements happen with little to no advance notice. This usually means that needs can come 

up quickly. 

◦ Babysitting - In the world of foster care, getting a babysitter isn't the easiest thing. In fact, 

it's somewhat of a process. This allows you to provide child care for foster families so 

parents can have an occasional time to “get away.” This is an invaluable gift to a foster 

family and is always much appreciated.  

◦ Financial Supporter - A gift card for a family's groceries, gift card for date night for the tired 

foster parents, purchasing & arranging a babysitter, buying Christmas or birthday presents 

for the children are just some of the many ways you can financially support foster parents. 

Whether you're able to write a $500 check or organize fundraisers online for cash, donating 

to a family who wants to privately adopt is a much needed and very fulfilling way to answer 

the call to orphan care.  

◦ Help us assemble “Bags of Hope” & deliver to families all over Northeast Florida.  

◦ Organize back-to-school drives to collect supplies for local foster children.  

◦ Serve with Fostering Hope & help us with a big Christmas party for foster families and 

children.  

◦ Be a mentor and come alongside parents in their everyday life! 

◦ Use your business or hobby as a conduit to bless children and families.  

◦ Sign up to be a part of CarePortal & join in a bigger mission of helping children in 

vulnerable situations stay out of foster care and with their families.  

 

Get in contact with us!  
Go to: 

https://fruitcove.com/fhvolunteer/ 

and fill out our “Volunteer Interest Form” 

 



 


